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Strategic Comunications and Social Media Impact

Financial Summary







During 2025, Latitud Azul Association worked towards the following
objectives:

Develop marine conservation projects.
Promote environmental education initiatives.
Support scientific research on marine biodiversity.

Raise public awareness about ocean-related environn
Issues.

Build collaboration networks with SC|ent|f|
organizations.

Promote equality and inclusive particip"'ﬂ !

o ¥
r B v N
i b U
I - '
e

PN SONLT
W, U

CONSERVATION, PARTICIPATIO

Ny
’ "1!.
’ < (,?



The project aims to compile and analyze existing data on the seventy-eight shark and ray
species present in the Canary Islands and identify their main threats in order to develop a

vulnerability map and detect key information gaps and research priorities. Based on these

findings, and through collaboration with relevant stakeholders, the project seeks to develop a \
consensus-based conservation strategy and propose protection measures for policymakers. \\
The initiative will also strengthen long-term alliances for elasmobranch conservation. In parallel, \

the project will promote public outreach and education, particularly within the fishing and
tourism sectors, to reduce shark and ray mortality, minimize disturbance to vulnerable species,

and encourage coexistence between people and elasmobranchs.
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Conservation Strategies for Sharks and Rays in the Canary Islands:
A Scientific Approach and Stakeholder Review

Activitiescarriedout [

1. Conduct a
Comprehensive Scientific
Study

. Activity 1.I: Compile and analyze data on the biology,
ecology, and behavior of local elasmobranch populations
in the Canary Islands.

. Activity 12: Identify and map critical areas for the
reproduction, feeding, and migration of sharks and rays in

the region. ‘.
~
. Activity 1.3: Assess Threats and Pressures. Identify and o T LR S SISy
1 . ) : e % . # = Informe Técnico ?

evaluate the main threats facing elasmobranchs in Canary , Tiburones y Rayas en Canarias . %
waters, iﬂClUding unsustainable fiShing, habitat loss, o - o Ecologia,AmenazasyZo}ms,Criticas : e
pollution, and other anthropogenic factors. Create a O et -y ' | L it
pressure map overlaid on the abundance map to ' — i ERMIT P g !
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2. Collaborate with the
“Important Shark and
Rays Areas” Initiative
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Activity 2.1: Establish active collaboration with the o .Rewew
‘Important Shark and Rays Areas’ Initiative to ‘“\
strengthen the conservation voice of elasmobranchs , ‘

at the regional and global levels. | SR

SHARKS

INTERNATIONAL
SRI LANKA 2026

124 European Atlantic
34 Spain
22 Canary Islands
5 Gran Canaria

\
Las Canteras Beach as an I[ISRA: A
community-Driven  Model Integrating .

Coastal Ecotourism, Environmental
E , Outreach and citizen $SCience .:for .-

e P Elasmobranch conservation * * ey
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Activity 4.1: Design and implement education and awareness
programs to engage local communities in shark and ray
conservation, promoting harmonious and sustainable
coexistence. i 3

-

Activity 4.2: Create a short film about the importance of
protecting sharks and rays
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Activity 4.3: Conduct participatory workshops with all
stakeholders to develop sustainable conservation strategies
over time and propose agreed-upon protection measures for
elasmobranchs to local and state authorities.
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Projects 2025

Project to Promote Citizen
Participation

Citizen Forum of the Las Canteras Microarea: participation, marine stewardship
and democratic culture.

This project continues the Citizen Forum of the Las Canteras Microareqa, a
pioneering initiative in Spain that promotes active citizen participation in the
sustainable management of coastal areas. Through deliberative spaces,
environmental education activities, and the creation of a citizen club linked to the
beach, the project encourages shared responsibility in marine stewardship,
strengthens community ties, and brings participation closer to everyday life. The
initiative aims to consolidate a local democratic culture through the collective

care of an emblematic coastal environment.

Fundacion
Parque Cientifico
Tecnolégico

Universidad de
Las Palmas de
Gran Canaria

:mﬂ: Ayuntamiento

)
Cabildo de - ¢ LAS CANTERAS
Gran Canaria c tr o area
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Activities carried out

1. Marine Laboratory

Environmental education and citizen engagement activity at Las
Canteras Beach, bringing together science, marine conservation, and
public participation. The workshops were led by master's and PhD
students from ULPGC, who shared recent research findings and
demonstrated scientific sampling techniques developed within the
IMPLAMAC and ASTRESS projects.

As part of the activity, participants took part in a surface
microplastics sampling exercise using a manta net towed by kayak,
in collaboration with Salitre Sport. The session also highlighted shark
and ray conservation through the BestLife2030 project, emphasising
the recent recognition of Las Canteras as an IUCN Important Shark
and Ray Area (ISRA).

This initiative strengthened the connection between science and
citizens while promoting environmental awareness, marine
stewardship, and the value of Las Canteras as a key site for research
and conservation.
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3. Community mural
N4

The initiative, focused on the creation of a community
mural, enabled participants to express experiences,
memories, favourite species, and personal connections
to the sea. Designed as an open and inclusive activity,
the project encouraged participation both from people
attending specifically for the event and from passers-
by along the promenade, who spontaneously joined
the collective artwork reflecting the diverse
perspectives and relationships with the coastline.
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Projects 2025

Equality: Stories of the Invisible

The “Stories of the Invisible” project is aimed at the general population of Gran
Canaria, women caregivers, and healthcare professionals from the Canary Islands
Health Service. This year, it also includes professionals from the Island Network for
the Prevention and Comprehensive Care of Women and Minors Victims of Gender-
Based Violence, as well as students from educational centers.

The initiative focuses on promoting gender equality by creating spaces for
reflection on the social impact of inequality and the value of care work. It highlights
both those who provide care and those who support caregivers, encouraging
dialogue on visibility, recognition, and the connection between care responsibilities
and the gender gap.

The project also fosters community building and engagement with public spaces
and local resources, strengthening awareness of equality and shared responsibility
in care.

Cablldo de
Gran Canaria




Strategic Comunications

Latitud Azul’s team develops communication and outreach strategies aimed at key stakeholders, raising public awareness and supporting the achievement of
conservation and research objectives. Our scientists and collaborators contribute to public dialogue on marine conservation and are regularly featured or referenced
in media outlets, scientific forums, and outreach platforms. Through these channels, Latitud Azul helps translate scientific knowledge into accessible information for
the wider public and decision-makers. Here are some of our communication and media highlights from 2025.

jueves, 21 de marzo de 2024
El foro de la Microarea Ecoturistica de Las Canteras pide que no se
celebren eventos masivos en la arena de la playa

TALLERDE RAYAS
Y TIBURONES

i

INOTICIA!

EN CANARIAS SE HAN
DESIGNADO 22 ISRA,

TIBURONES Y RAYAS A ESTUDIO EN CANARIAS

PelfTE M
D i A Pl La asociacion Latitud Azul y la ULPGC se hacen con uno de los proyectos de m
conservacion de la naturaleza del programa BESTLIFE2030 en la Macaronesia — ’ .
L
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Avistado en aguas de Canarias

TIBURON MARTILLO

@ Noticias 08:52|:ELES EE.UU: Trump anuncia aranceles del 25% a los

Biodiversidad

Las Canteras exhibe
su capacidad como
refugio de especies
amenazadas

LaplayadeLas Canteras ha presen-
tado en el congreso internacional
Sharks International 2026, cele-
bradoen lacapital de Sri Lanka, Co-
lombo, su modelo de proteccion
marina en unentomo urbanodeal-
ta presion humana. Investigadores
delaULPGCy la asociacion Latitud
Azul, en colaboracion con laConce-
jaliade Ciudad de Mar , expusieron
elcasodelacapital grancanariaco-
mo ejemplo de convivencia entre
uso ciudadano, cienciay conserva-
cion de especies amenazadas como
los angelotes o las mantelinas.

Pedro Quev

Medi
ildo de Gran Can

< Canteras. / QUIQUE CURBELO

La reunion de la Microérea, 6rgano de participacion, convoco en el local
municipal La Plaza, junto al Auditorio Alfredo Kraus, a mas de una
veintena de representantes de instituciones publicas, empresas y
colectivos ciudadanos. El Foro de la Microarea se celebrd con la
coordinacién de la Asociacion Latitud Azul, con la financiacién de la

Unidad de Participacion Ciudadana del Cabildo de Gran Canaria.



Financial Summary

GRANTS

19750 €







